
RIB Policy
Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to provide direction for the use of the ribs owned by or under the
custodianship of the Class. This policy also identifies the associated policy documents that
form the basis of managing the various ribs.

Overview
The International Optimist Class Association (UK) Ltd (“IOCA”) currently owns 4 ribs &
associated trailers (as detailed below):

Make/Model Name known as

R01 - 5.8 VSRs with Yamaha 70Hp IOCA VSR 1

R93 - 5.8 VSRs with Yamaha 70Hp IOCA VSR 93

R94 - 5.8 VSRs with Yamaha 70Hp IOCA VSR 94

5m XS Rib with Yamaha 50hp ET33

Use of Ribs
The ribs are to be used for the purpose of providing support for training, events and team
activities that are organised by the Class for the benefit of its members primarily as follows:

● IOCA events (e.g. End of Seasons, Nationals)
● IOCA Regional Training/Racing
● IOCA Invitational & Open Training
● IOCA Event Support
● GBR/IOCA Teams

The coordination and logistics of which RIBs are available and who will tow them to and from
a venue will be a shared responsibility between the individual organising the event (e.g.
Regional Rep, Teams Officer, Sailing Secretary) and the IOCA Equipment Officer, who will
maintain oversight of the location of all IOCA RIBs.

When used for these purposes, no fee will be passed onto the parents for use of the IOCA
RIB, although other costs will need to be budgeted for, including fuel and berthing fees.
Expenses for towing the rib to the activity can be claimed by the driver in line with the IOCA
Expenses Policy.

Loan of Ribs and Trailers
Subject to the activities of IOCA taking priority the ribs and trailers may be used, provided
prior approval is obtained, for the following activities:

● Loan to a sailing club running an Optimist event (e.g. Burghfield Optimist Open).This
may be subject to a mandatory contribution towards expenses.
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● Loans / swaps with another class. NB this usually involves the transfer of the boat’s
insurance liability to the borrowing class’s policy, this needs to be confirmed in
advance.This may be subject to a mandatory contribution towards expenses.

● Private use by an IOCA Member to support IOCA sailors at an international event.
This may be subject to a mandatory contribution towards expenses & the
maintenance and servicing of the RIB and trailer..

All loans / swaps with other clubs or classes need to be pre-approved by the IOCA
Equipment Officer or Administrator. In addition, private use by an IOCA Member to support
IOCA sailors at an international event requires approval from one of the Directors of
IOCA(UK) Ltd - the Chair, Vice-Chair or Secretary.

A request for use of the rib should be sent by email to equipment@optimist.org.uk and
admin@optimist.org.uk. Only following approval by IOCA can the rib be used for the activity
requested above.

It is the responsibility of the person borrowing the rib to ensure the rib is collected from IOCA
and returned to IOCA. The rib should be returned to IOCA having been fully washed down
and refuelled. Any damage and/or mechanical issues with the rib or trailer should be
reported immediately to Equipment@optimist.org.uk and admin@optimist.org.uk in line with
the relevant clause below.

Storage/Custodians

No rib should be left on a floating mooring overnight. If a rib is tied to a pontoon this
cannot be for longer than the duration of the event.

In order to ensure that the ribs are available to be fully utilised for IOCA activities it may be
necessary, from time to time, that the ribs are either stored at a specific location and/or held
by a member of IOCA as a custodian.

If they are held by a member as a custodian, the custodian must enter into a Custodian
Agreement with IOCA and use the rib in line with the terms of this agreement and the RIB
Policy.

Insurance
IOCA will ensure that all of the ribs owned by them have suitable insurance and that the
premiums are paid each year.

In order to ensure the insurance is valid, the ribs must be driven, at all times, by an IOCA
class member or person employed by IOCA (e.g. coach) and hold a minimum of a PB2
Licence.

Drivers under the age of 16 must be accompanied by a responsible adult.

Security
When a rib is stored ashore the wheel clamp is to be fitted to a trailer wheel and where
possible it is in a locked facility.
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Damage
Any damage caused to the IOCA rib must be reported as soon as possible by sending an
email to equipment@optimist.org.uk and admin@optimist.org.uk. IOCA will pay for the
repair of any damage (unless it is proven that the damage was caused as a result of the
negligence of the class member/members responsible for it at the time). The

Maintenance/Servicing

After each use the following items should be completed to reduce the wear and tear on the
RIB. As a minimum:

1. Wash the tubes (sponsons) after each use
2. Wash the cockpit and hull
3. Fresh water wash of the trailer after any submersion
4. Fresh water flush of the engine
5. Replace the rib covers
6. Lift the propeller out of the water
7. Visually check and report any damage after each use

IOCA will liaise with the Custodian to ensure that regular services are undertaken for each
rib, engine and trailer. IOCA will pay for the all scheduled services provided prior approval
has been granted from a member of the IOCA committee.

RIB Equipment
Each RIB is equipped with the following equipment. It is the responsibility of the person
towing a RIB to ensure that the equipment is accounted for. If any equipment is missing a
Damage report is to be completed and sent to equipment@optimist.org.uk and
admin@optimist.org.uk

● RIB bag - wheel clamp key, engine ignition key, kill-cord, engine flush, screw drivers,
wheel brace.

● Lighting board
● Paddles/oar
● Foot pump for tubes (sponsons)
● Spare wheel
● Ratchet strap for securing RIB to trailer
● Orange prop cover
● Safety pot with first aid kit, knife and thermal blanket

Fair Use of the RIB by Custodians
The Custodian may use the IOCA RIB for which they are custodian for the purpose of
promoting Optimist sailing within their club or local area. This ‘Fair Use’ must comply with the
RIB policy terms above and the ‘Use of RIBs’ detailed above is always the priority. To comply
with our Insurance, the Class have pre-approved ‘Fair Use’ by Custodians as follows:

‘Fair Use’
● Is activity which aims to promote Optimist sailing in the Custodian’s club or local area
● Should ideally be for small groups of Optimist sailors rather than individual children.
● Does not include ‘recreational use’ of the RIB e.g. sight-seeing, wakeboarding

V1.5 September 2024

mailto:equipment@optimist.org.uk
mailto:admin@optimist.org.uk
mailto:equipment@optimist.org.uk
mailto:admin@optimist.org.uk


● Does not exceed 50 days per year and all use must be logged by the Custodian.
● Does not include IOCA expensed fuel or any costs incurred during ‘Fair Use’.
● Which requires the Custodian to tow the RIB to a venue more than 100 miles away

should be approved by the IOCA Equipment Officer or IOCA Administrator.
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